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For 5 generations the Domaine la Colombette has occupied the heights of Béziers.
\ In 1966, conscious of the essential technical changes that were needed in Languedoc, Fran-
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cois Pugibet took up the challenge with the state of mind of a true pioneer. He disregarded traditional
methods and started planting noble grape varieties, harvesting by machine and vinifying in new oak
barrels. His audacity was accepted and his passion for a qualitative viticulture was soon widely prac-
ticed and largely rewarded. For example, the Gault and Millau trophy for Varietal wines in 1991 and
a gold medal at the Chardonnay du Monde tasting in 1995,

His son Vincent, after five years of studies in Bordeaux, with his diploma as agricultural
engineer in his pocket joined Francois in 1997. Rather than free-riding on an already great reputation
Vincent brought about ground-breaking changes. Under his guidance the estate expanded, drip-
irrigation made its appearance and the screw cap was developed.

Since 2001, in their incessant search for quality, father and son start to worry about the
chronic increase of the alcohol level in their wines. These thoughts and the related work lead them to
unhoped-for results: the reduction of the alechol level of a wine can increase its gustatory qualities!

The future is in "Plume”™ wines!

Excited about this discovery, Frangois and Vincent Pu-
gibet imagine a wine with only 9% alcohol. The type of wines their
ancestors drank, fulfilling, however, the gualitative requiremnents of
today. To achieve this they cultivated world renowned grape types
that were harvested at full maturity with the aim of producing
wines of high quality. At the end of fermentation the high aleohol
level of these wines is reduced by a de-alecholisation technique,
until then unknown in France, named reverse osmosis. Far from
deteriorating the gustatory qualities, this reduction of alechol made

it possible to reveal the flavour potential and to increase the fresh-

ness of the wine. This combination of tradition and inncvation cre-
ated a unigue wine, a genuine pleasure wine, a “thirst quencher”
which satisfies all the standards of a modern lifestyle but also de-
lights the finest gourmets. These "Plume" wines with their feminine
characteristics are out to re-conquer our tables and are armed with

all the assets necessary to seduce the new generation.
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